 PLOT
Boy finds strength in self to overcome awesomely powerful evil force.
Develops a family of friends, teachers and role models to feel connected.

Finds direction in life.  Accepts responsibility for errors of judgement eventually             apologizes and makes amends.  

Bests rival gang who temporarily side with evil force.

Discovers true heritage.  Establishes a link to the past. 


Y 
Half human half druid

Boy or Girl protagonist
Girl lives in home of her uncle and aunt in a small coastal Californian town  (like Pescadero but more remote.)  She is treated like a servant and forced to do a lot of household chores that her cousins do not have  to do.  She looks very different from her relatives.  They are all tall and lean and have stiff creaky sort of joints particularly the older ones.  She is slightly plump, of medium build and very flexible and light on her feet.  She possess unknown powers of the mind.  She can read other’s thoughts,  create force fields and move objects and people with her mind.  But her talents are not revealed in the first book but slowly as the story progresses.  She fully realizes her powers by the 4th book.  Because of her looks (red hair green  eyes she is mistaken for one who is needed to release the big boss.  But when she is taken and tried it fails and she is cast off.  She is saved by the forest and taken back to the forest glen school.   It is hinted that the Girl might also have some elf blood in her as well?  She finds she can communicate with Flit telepathically though this doesn’t get explained until ½ way through the book that the others can’t understand him but she can. 
Evil uncle evil druid leader

Very tree looking, after power.  It is thought that he is after control of the forest but at the end of the first book it is revealed that he is really after the ground underneath,  the power of the minerals underneath the forest.    He is also not the boss.  It is revealed that he is only a lackey to big boss who was vanquished and confined in circle of trees {Alders?) 

Big Boss

He is a black stump ina circle of trees.  He has learned how to communicate and control the evil uncle and through him his followers.  His goal is to  kill all life and usher in the age of metal and chemicals? And machines?  He was vanquished and imprisoned by a consortium of good druids, fairies,  nymphs  (water, rock and wind) and has vowed revenge on them particularly their offspring.  Perhaps he can only be reincarnated with the blood of one that vanquished him? Perhaps too harry potterish.  He is reincarnated in the second book.   

Flit

He is a fairy who comes to aid the girl and help her against the evil uncle.  He of course falls in love with the girl and vows to do what he can for her though initially he dislikes her.  He does not show himself immediately preferring to inhabit an old toy with the partial name of Flit something on it.  Thus he gets his name.   He does not show himself until 2/3 of the way through the first book when he is unmasked by the druid matriarch. 

He is killed at the end of the first book only to be revived by his own kind and participates in the celebration of besting the evil uncle druid.

Rock Nymph

Becomes close friend of Girl in village.  They establish a bond through their frustration on their family life.  Rock Nymphs parents don’t understand him.  They are very different from him?  Perhaps he is not really  their son?  Perhaps he is a throw back to a part of their heritage they would rather not own up to.  Does relative come to get him (Why? Does he have some evidence that this rock nymph will play an important role in the upcoming struggle of life and death or does he know that the evil big boss is looking for him and for what reason? )and take him home to the rock nymph’s place or perhaps wants to put him in the forest glen school.  Perhaps he runs away with the girl thinking that the rock man wants to do him hard and ends up at the forest glen school where he is introduced to his relative.  Perhaps the girl decides to save her friend and run away with him after she sees something in her uncle’s house or overhears something that makes her fear her uncle or make her not want to stay?  He learns about his heritage and his abilities to dive through earth and listen through stone at the forest glen school.  Rock boy possess also superhuman strength.
Elf girl

       She possesses the ability to grow and heal.  She does so initially with potions and magic that she has learned from her grandmother who is cruelly murdered at the beginning of the book.  She runs away with the Girl and the rock nymph because her life is threatened.  Her powers and potential are revealed when she reaches the forest glen school.    Her lineage is direct to one of those who vanquished the big boss.  She is needed to release him.  They come for her after they realize that the Girl is the wrong one.  She looks like the Girl a little bit with golden red hair, green eyes, long limbs,  but they are not related.  Does she bring Flit back to life?  Elves and fairies have a love hate relationship and develop an playful animosity which develops into a fast friendship by the end of the first book.  She finds she can communicate with Flit because she learns Fairy language.  He won’t learn Elvish. 
Evil Druid mother urges for the death of the Girl.  Is jealous of her and wants to promote her own offspring.  Resents her presence,  behaves like evil stepmothers should though less evil than her husband.  Is too shallow to care about the details of the plans of her evil husband but likes to gloat and brag about what she does know to the Girl when she is their captive at some point in the story.  This gives the threesome an advantage and without her flaws they would be unable to overthrow their plans.  She is tall, blond and leggy, super model looks.  When her daughter dies her hair black she askes her why she didn’t cbecome a blonde?  Blonds have more fun,  she always speaks in platitudes and overused phrases.  Not an original thinker.
Evil Druid brother torments his cousin and directs gang at school to make attacks against her and her friends.  He is a bigot and a chauvinist possibly also a sociopath.  He is not however the worst of the gang.  Another gang member whom they meet at the forest glen school is much worse.

Evil Druid sister?  Perhaps she is not so bad?  Perhaps she ultimately, in the end helps them stop her stepfather.  Her mother was married before to a very good druid and his honorable nature eventually wins out.  She goes to live with some good druids who are distant relatives in Wales after the fall of her uncle.  She doesn’t like her mother whom she deems shallow and stupid.  She is bookish and a secret writer.  A misunderstood teen.

Evil Druid baby brother  Very good hearted, likes the Girl and tries to help her though he is very clumsy and generally does more damage than good.  It is him that brings the Druid sister around,  she decides to save him and her cousin as well.  The baby brother is the only one who is actually the Evil Uncle’s son.  The Sister and brother are actually from a prior marriage of his wife.  So they are his half sister and brother.  This charcter will help to prove the point that it isn’t all genetics, that good does grow in odd places.  He will be suspected, however through the books as possibly reverting or helping his father’s followers to regain power but it is always proven false.  He is never fully accepted by the elves and fairies.  They are always suspicious and show their intolerance and therefore flaws through interacting with him.   

BACKGROUND


A small town nestled in the coastal range of mountains in California was discovered by early settlers in the 1800s.  The settlers claim to have migrated from the east 50 years earlier though some of their buildings bore the construction techniques of 300 years earlier in England.  Their attire was antiquated as well, wearing mostly long cloaks and loose fitting garments with embroidery? ( look up Welsh and Irish costumes from the 1500’s ).  The people of the town shared their expertise in farming and began to trade goods with the nearby towns.  This happy coexistence went on for 150 years. 

In reality the town is composed of part magic or fully magical beings.  Some are unaware of their skills but others have kept alive their heritage.  Elves, Fairies, Druids and Nymphs fled the constant harassment and suspicion of humans.  They were originally from Wales, when Wales was defeated and forced under English rule, a small group of forest folk got together and decided to remove themselves and their families to a safer location.  They created a link to the new world and located there.  The link, which was initially frequently used became neglected and gradually the knowledge of how to use it faded.  Though the link is still there and in the 3rd book it is repaired and used again by our little band.  The original settlers consisted of 2-3  families of each magic persuasion.  Of the Druids there are two lines,  One very honorable and the other very crafty and manipulative.  The original Druids, nymphs and elves looked very dissimilar.  Druids were very tall and stiff,  nymphs took on the characteristics of their nature trait,  Rock nymphs were very stocky and square and spoke with a barely understandable grtavely voices,  the water nymphs were nearly transparent and turned vivid colors when emotional.  They were lithe and sinewy.  The wind nymphs were fair with blue eyes and long flowing hair they were graceful and light.  The Elves were all red heads with green eyes, very quick, small and able to run straight up trees and walk upside down under cliffs and tree branches. They were very good with potions and old country forest knowledge.  But the new forest presented some challenges.  The elves quickly learned all they could about the plants and ways of the new forest but awakened an ancient curse lurking there.  The town began to die off.  Unable to stop the deaths, they left their deep forest  town and moved to the valley.  The only ones not affected by the curse were the rock nymphs. They seemed to have a natural resistance to the curse,  so it was decided that to make the community stronger and to protect the community if the ancient curse did come to their new valley town (New Market), they would become one race.  1000 years later they looked human.  Some were very tall, others, short and stocky,  some have red hair and green eyes, others blue and blond.  Most  had forgotten their heritage they became farmers and developed skills such as weaving and baking.  Most had  either no knowledge or ability to work magic, except for a few.  

They still had their forest celebrations at winter solstice ( when presented with Christianity, they converted and  quickly blended it with Christmas) and midsummer night eve.  They also had a fall festival under a harvest moon to give thanks for their good fortunes.   These festivals are still carried in the present day.
During the first or second book , the ancient curse is awakened and brought to New Market inside one of their rituals?  When placed in the center of town and ignited? Either by design or accident, it rises up and starts to hunt down the townspeople.  Many are immune to it but it takes the little band of friends to get it to retreat.  They do so without any magic, just good coordination and some jokes and high jinx they orchestrated.  The evil uncle watches as his son is attacked by the curse.  He believes that his superior breeding will save him but the sister pleads with him to intervene.  He refuses, she goes to save him and ends up helping to fight the curse.  She is then caught up in the band’s destiny.  But their efforts frighten some of the townsfolk who mistakenly link them with the curse and chase them out of town with pitch forks and torches.  The little boy and sister are chased out of town with the band of friends.  The little boy becomes ill with the curse and they begin to seek help to make him well.  This forces them to sneak back into the town, break into the school and go down the tunnel to the forest glen school.  Here they meet the mother nature figure, mother druid, who cures him and lets them stay and go to school there.  The sister is grumpy and not sure she made the right decision.  But she has not choice but to go along with their plan to help the little boy.  The father as they are thrown out of the town calls to them and tells them to meet at a location known only to his family with a reference to time known only to them also.  

The troop goes there but decides to wait in hiding and listens to the father and mother talk about their children and niece.  They reveal information about their heritage and their own feelings about them to such an extent that the kids decide to sneak away.  Just as they are about to go, there are faced with a small dragon like creature behind which is a deep blackness which makes them feel very cold.  The dragon challenges them.  They have to figure out how to get around him and it is then that one begins to show their powers perhaps flit?  Blinds him with  a light, he hears the druids coming and runs away.  One of the others see the light coming from the old tin box.  They can’t figure it out but when they meet mother druid she coaxes the fairy out.  They make a lot of noise, however, and have to run away and hide.  They decide they must sneak back into the school that night as the boy is very ill.    
STORY BEGINS

The story begins in the druid home, description follows of an a fternoon with the Girl, small boy, Evil brother and indifferent sister, preparations for dinner and a chance discovery by Girl.  She picks up something that was  dropped and when she tries to put it back in it’s place in the evil druid uncle’s study which she is never supposed to enter she gets trapped there and overhears a conversation. Somehowor other the little boy is involvede in her entrapment.  He trys to help but just ends up messing things up more. The object that she has picked up takes on new meaning for her and ends up figuring in the last battle of the first book?  Or maybe the second?  She escapes but somehow the uncle suspects that she has heard or seen something that she shouldn’t have.  That evening, the object which the Girl has turned on accidentally sends a signal and a small light blinks in return and then swoops down on the house.  It is Flit.  He actually is there to find the object and take it back to where it belongs.  He finds the girl asleep and realizes that she has had contact with the thing  (there is a greenish glow to her hands?).  The girl moves to awake and he quickly darts into an old toy that the Girl has just rescued from the trash that afternoon.  It begins t glow and move.  The girl just thinks it is how the toy is supposed to work and discovers she can communicate with it, that it talks.  She puzzles about how it might work and flit improvises by telling her the toy has an AI chip which learns as it goes.  This satisfies her     She goes to sleep.  Flit decides to stay after looking around, he discovers an old locket with a special symbol on it and a magic mark on her  forehead.  He decides to stay with her rather than just getting the object and returning home.  The uncle begins to formulate a plan to get rid of the Girl,  though the girl knows nothing about it.  The next day after her chores she goes off to school where she gets together with her friend the Elf girl who lives on their property.  The elf girl ‘s family farms the uncle’s land in exchange for rent.  Their cottage is next to the wall by the forest.  They have been told  never to go into the forest but the two go frequently.  The elf girl loves plants and animals and seems to have a special way with them just like her father.  She has discovered some old books in the attic about plants and magic and has put them in a secret hiding place in the wall.  
The school yard is an interesting place.  On the way to school we see the town for the first time.  And the townspeople.  They like the Girl and greet her fondly.  The school yard is filled with small groups of like looking kids.  There is one kid who is being taunted by a gang of boys headed by the Evil brother.  It’s rock boy.  The girl feels compelled to come to his aid because it’s her cousin who is the attacker.  The boy thanks her and goes to sit in the back of the room.  He has no friends and is terrible with his school work.  The Girl shows Flit to elf girl.  During the school day a group of kids is excused for special lessons?  Need a category.  The leave the room and today leave the door open.  The Girl spots them entering what she thought was a janitor’s closet.  She decides she needs to see what’s in that room.
She and the Girl practice whenever they can in the forest.  That afternoon they decide to meet and try something making themselves invisible?  Flying powder?  They figure it out and have a fun time playing around with it. While they are playing they are interrupted by a head coming out of the whole in the rock wall, it’s rock boy who is out collecting rocks, his favorite pastime.  He promises to keep quiet. about their activities in ex change for some flying powder.  They fly around together and becomes friends. 
They spend the spring playing in the forest, developing potions and powders and talking about the mysteries of the Druid family and the special lessons at school . One day an odd man comes to the door of the rockboy’s home.  The elf girl and the Girl happen to be there.  He demands to see the boy, the mother is frightened and telelphones the father who comes and argues with the strange rock man.  He is very square, grayish looking skin, bald and has yellow teeth.  He tells them that they boy needs proper schooling and he sees that heisn’t getting it.  Seeing as he is his uncle, he has a right to intervene.  He wants to take him and teach him the ways of the soil.  The father shouts at him and the mother successfully hides him untilthe rock man lumbers away.  He vows to return.  He says he won’t let the boy grow up ignorant like his father (his brother).  The mother and father comfort each other, put in big locks, and keep their son home for a week until their terror wears off.   
One afternoon, the Girl tells them about the thing in uncle’s study, that it had some writing on it that looked  like the writing on her locket.   They  decide to sneak into the janitor’s closet and see what’s in there.  Why conduct special lessons in there? They think they  hear a branch snap and the swish of a robe but when they peak in the wall, there is nothing there.  

The next day they are accused of entering the forest,  the hole is found and blocked up and their play house demolished.  They are not allowed to talk to each other or leave their houses.  Their accuser is the evil brother who fortunately didn’t know about the potions which the elf girl has safely hidden away in her attic.  
The teacher defends them and they are allowed to go to school.  On mid summer’s night eve, during the festivities, an evil ancient curse rises up from the center of the festival fire and starts to attack the townspeople.  All of the troop is there with their families but not allowed to talk.  They break away when the Girl comes up with a plan to stop  the attack with the help of the elf girl’s potions, particularly one that she has just invented and their own ingenuity.  While they are doing this, the rock man shows up and starts chasing the rock boy.  They bring down the curse literally; he trips over a wire and into a vat of apple juice.  This burns him and he gets up and runs away to the forest. During the melee, the druid boy breaks free and runs after his father.  His father brushes him away and the curse goes after him.  The curse breathes on him and he turns pale and lies down the sister picks him up, sees what her father is doing,  (Perhaps she recognizes the words as she is such an avid reader) and she runs away to the troop and helps vanquish the curse.  This of course makes her one of them in the townspeople’s eyes and because her brother is ill he is banished also.  The evil druid calls after the sister to meet him at a family known place at a family known time reference (something that is  introduced on the first day at dinner perhaps).    The evil druid uncle had unleashed the curse and had been trying to control it so that he could take control of the tow.  He was just working out how to do that when the kids darted inn and saved the town.  This put him in a vulnerable position.  When the townspeople immediately question his actions he turns the tables on the kids and tells the townspeople he was trying to save them by whispering those incantations and that the kids were the evil ones, flying around, using magic.  They should be banned from the town.  He gets the people angry enough to grab pitch forks and torches and to go after the kids.  The kids try to explain to their parents who can do nothing to help them and they run to the rock wall.  Rock boy uses his strength and his head and creates a new hole in the wall which they just have enough tie to slip through before the townspeople start to climb after them.  He hears the rock man say That’s my boy!  The rock man lumbers up and puts another hole in the wall begins to climb through hears the wolf howl and thinks better of it.  They barely escape but are now faced with a dark and forboding forest inhabited by a curse at night.  They hear wolves howl as they make their way into the darkness.  Rock boy makes fire by rubbing two stones together and makes a torch.  They find a small cave with a pile of dry leaves inside and decide to sleep there.

In the morning it is raining and elf girl has gotten up early and figured out how to make rain proof cloaks out of palm leaves and reeds.  She has also found a lot of nuts, berries and has a little cheese left over from her dinner the night before.  She has brewed an herbal tea.  They sit down and eat, put on their cloaks and head out to the rendevous with the evil druid uncle.  The little boy is much worse and they decide it would be best to get help for him from his father.  The sister is ready to go home also.  On the way, they see someone they know from school and elf girl decides to fly over, land in a tree and get information.  The other girl is obviously afraid of her but tells her that the town is locked down and that the kids are banished forever.  There is no going back.  This saddens all in the group as they don’t want to lose their families.  They have posted guards at all of their houses to capture the kids if they try to return.  The elf girl decides to try and contact her parents anyway so she uses her invisibility potion and her flying potion and flies into her attic above the guard’s head.  Her parents welcome her, give her all the supplies she needs, she gathers up all of her potions and her book  and starts to head back to the forest.  She doesn’t count on the extra weight and ends up conking the guard on the head.  As he lies there looking up, the invisibility potion wears off just partly and he screams in terror at the comical sight that he sees ( a picture of an animal on a quilt with elf girl’s  leg coming out of it?) .  The elf girl manages to get back over the wall just barely as the dry of alarm is sounded, they race back deeper into the forest.  The others are very frightened of the forest but the elf girl isn’t. the Girl is frightened of the coming upon the curse.  They decide that the small boy is so sick that he has to go back to the father to be cured so they decide to continue on to meet him and hand over the small boy.

They decide to remain hidden just in care the uncle brings townspeople or is followed by townspeople.  When the uncle comes, he is accompanies by the evil brother.  They talk about the curse and how it is pure evil.  That the evil uncle must find it so that he can control the town.  He talks about the cousin and how he is worthless and the sister who is not his child and has never shown any promise and is therefore expendable tooWhen the brother asks about the small boy brother the uncle says that (word for special lessons) can cure him.  He talks about how special the boy is and how may well be the key.  He must be taken there.  The uncle tells the evil brother to watch, they would kill the cousin , his friends and sister and then take their souls to become more powerful. The brother on the other hand shows great promise he would like him to help him with the family business of stealing people’s souls and he holds up the strange object.  He has a dead chicken with him which he lays on a stone, he mutters an incantation and they watch as a bright light comes from a distance hovers over the dead animal and is then sucked into the glowing object. The evil brother picks up the object clumsily and drops it, it rolls over to hwere the girl is and she picks it up and puts it in her back pack.  She is seen and suddenly there are shouts of townspeople too.  The Uncle lunges for her and misses.  They race away up a ravine, they hear voces behind them but suddenly they  are challenged by a small dragon with a great deep blackness behind him.  The blackness makes them feel very cold and saps their strength inside. They try a few tricks on it but nothing helps just as they crumple into the ground, a bright light comes out of the Girls’ backpack.  It drives the dragon back.(Flit)  But the kids don’t know about Flit yet, One of them however sees the bright light.  It also temporarily stuns the townspeople who are almost upon them.  They seize the moment and race out of the ravine and up the mountain, they barely escape, using all of their resources.  Elf girl calls down a vine for them to swing on but it turns out to be  a snake,  they fall into a river and rock boy creates a landslide at the precipice of a waterfall and creates a new lake.  They swim to the opposite side and see the townspeople shaking their fists at them on the other.  They quickly disappear into the forest.

The boy is now deathly ill and they decide the must break into the school that night and get into the special lessons area to try and save his life.  The elf girl has made some draughts which have given him a bit of color back but only temporarily.  As soon as it is dark, they engineer a break in using the flying powder ,invisibility powder and shrinking powder  they use an old roller skate to glide across the floor, restore their size and enter the room.  It’s a disappointment,  there is nothing there but an earth wall.  Rock boy goes over immediately to inspect for rocks which offends the roots growing there.  They wake up sleepily and grumpily and demand  to know who they are and who sent them.  The largest root on the top says don’t be silly of course you can see who they are and proceeds to rattle off a long list of family names for each of the kids.  When she reaches the Girl she says that she is in excellent company and notes the locket around her neck.  The roots all beam at them but when asked if they will help them get to (special lessons word) they say no that they need a guide first, and a proper letter of introduction.  This informality at this time of night is not right.  She continues to talk until a bright light beams from the girls backpack and the roots shut up  and say Ohhh I see, well you have the very best of guides,  they apologize and seem to be carrying on a conversation with Flit.  Eventually they open up saying the kids are welcome to use the tunnel anytime.   A cave opens up into the earth,  a very dark cave.  Rock boy eagerly enters it first.  They walk down the cave a bit until suddenly the  floor drops out from beneath their feet and they go on a long slide ride and are eventually dumped out into the forest.  The kids are not happy about this expecting a building where there might be a doctor, instead of going back into the forest where they had been just an hour ago.  But the Girl notices that this forest is different. Elf girl starts to look at the plants which are different than the ones grown near the village.  They decide they have traveled a long way into the forest. And see a small light across the glen.  As they walk across the glen more lights start to flicker and come closer it soon becomes very frightening.  There is one large light which comes closer and closer and finally reveals itself as a woman holding a lamp.  She goes straight to the small boy and puts her hand on his forehead.  Lifts him up and tells the kids to cme with her.  The rush behind her as she takes them through a village of tree  and grass huts to a rather large grass hut where she puts the small boy down and grabs some powders and begins to cure him.  The kids are suddenly very tired.  When given a drink by the woman’s assistant (Animal or magical creature? They go right to sleep where they sit.

They awaken to a bright morning.  They have been put to bed in soft mattresses in hammocks with down comforters.  The sister decides she will sleep until noon but everyone else gets up when breakfast is brought,  the sister eventually jumps down too and they eat.  The woman from the night before then comes in and introduces herself.  
She tells them that she is (special lessons name) and that is her home.  The forest glen school is here.  Kids come through the tunnel for lessons in magic and the history of their ancestors.   She invites them to stay.  The sister begins to learn from her the ways of trees and learns how to make them dance and sway, give fruit and nuts even in winter and  to talk with them.  The rock boy learns how to dive through the earth, bumping his head occasionally on a rock and how to eat rocks as snacks.  He learns how to tap into his strength and can soon lift tons with one arm.  Elf girl learns how to make potions even betterthan she knew already.  The mother druid is very impressed with her abilities and how much she already had taught herself and the others.  She unmasks Flit who finally comes out of hiding as a very punked out fairy.  He has a striped head, black shirt with a symbol on it and black sweat pants, red hiking books and a long dangling earring.  The symbol looks familiar and the Girl takes out her locket.  Part of her symbol is the fairy’s symbol.  Mother Druid tells the story of the druid family and old town(story?) when she is just finishing, a shadow falls across the door and the rock man enters.  The rock boy is terrified but mother druid tells him not to be afraid.  The rock man says he’s glad he made it on it’s own.  And the rock boy says you mean you were trying to bring me here?  They become friends and he begins to teach rock boy  about his family and why his parents didn’t want him to grow up with special powers.  He said they wanted him to be normal.  That they thought it would be best for him, he would be happier without leading a double life of magic and human,  they were happy weren’t they.  So he puts the question to the rock boy, would you like to have powers beyond a normal boy.  Rock boy says of course.  
The sister worries that she is  not learning enough about the real world (slightly offending mother druid) but Mother Druid tells her she is quite right and says that today their studies of the human world would begin again.  So sister gets her pencils out and sits expectantly her desk but mother druid just asks them to come into the kitchen.  She whips up a potion and asks each child what kind of drink they want.  Each time a type of drink is pronounced it pours from the single jug  chocolate malt with whipped cream, a Shirley temple with extra cherries,  a pieapple, banana smoothie with coconut sprinkles.  They al drink itdown and mother druid says they are done with their 12 years of education.  They look amazed as mother druid explains that she made some smart powder with a pinch of history a little bit of algebra a large helping of English literature? (make interesting formula).  If they wanted any more education all they had to do was come for lunch tomorrow.  They spent the rest of theday building inventions and scientific models out in the glen.  When asked why she didn’t offer this to all of the kids who came to school she winked and said what disappoint Madam Raines your school’s teacher? Never! She’d be broken hearted if she was put out of business.  

The village kids come 5 days a week to learn magic.  Many are soon outshone by the troop’s talents.  The evil brother is among those who come.  He has a gang of thugs who try to thwart the cousins plans and games.  Challenging him to contests which he frequently loses but blames on someone or something else.  He happens to see the magic stone the day of the banquet and leaves early. ( he goes back and tells his father who presumably send sthe hounds of hell but the reader finds out about this later).

Everyone has special powers except the girl who now feels very inadequate.  Mother druid sees her and nasks her how she communicates with Flit,  the others can’t do it. The girl says it’s not really a very powerful to be able to communicate with asome one else that way.  Mother Druid shows her how to read people’s thoughts and also to communicate with pictures.  Flit and  her practice and she is able to watch the pictures of Flit’s homeland memories and what old town used to look like.  She decides that she would like to go and see it. Mother Druid shows  them some ancient maps ahd writings and recites a poem there a sort of a riddle.  It also has an ensignia on it like the girl’s locket.  The girl now is really interested in old town and the circle of death.  She still thinks that she might like to go there anyway secretly to herself. Even though it is still filled with anger and evil.
On the eve of the harvest moon they hold a feast to give thanks and enjoy what they have grown.  There are many people who come and fill the forest glen which seems to oddly be grow bigger as needed.  Elves, Nymphs of water, wind and rock, Druids and fairies all come.  Nearing the end of the feast the Girl casually tells her neighbor about the dragon and the black fog.  The neighbor questions her with a very serious face and then whispers something in mother druids ears.  She looks very serious and sad. At the end of the feast, mother druid brings out the odd stone makes it hover in the air and begins an incantation.  Immediately bright lights begin popping out making loud and small popping sounds, farts and fizzels and fire crackers.  A Beam of light forms a few feet away from the stone and in a panel of light the lights begin to make their journey toward it.  Each light has a face and the folks gather close to the pane of light to press their hands and faces for one last good bye to their loved ones.  Flit finds a young woman who he places a palm toward, she reciprocates and he follows her to the beam of light where she ways goodbye in fairy talk and the steps into the beam of light.  Thousands of souls make the journey to the beam of light,  when the last one enters the beam, the light goes out.  The people are suddenly sad and tired and everyone leaves quickly, the troop and villagers turn  to go to bed when they hear the sound of the hounds.  No,  says mother Druid,  fortify the glen.  They can hear large crashing noises and a hot wind comes up.  The girl notices that earthen walls had suddenly grown up around the village, tall with spikey shards of glass.  There was no door.  Everyone huddles as the hounds of hell circle the village, they can see the fire of their breath and smell the stink of decaying bodies but the hounds cannot make it into the village.  After a while,  the moon begins to rise and the dogs retreat.  The mother Druid tells everyone that the hounds were  attracted to the smell of souls.  She picks up the faintly glowing stone and says that it needs to be disposed of very soon.   
When the girl wakes up the next morning, the earthen walls are down and all is back to normal.  She is up early and the others are asleep as she walks over to mother Druid’s kitchen she pauses under the window to admire the flower she had just genetically engineered yesterday and overhears a conversation between mother druid and her assistant who tells her that she is getting old and tired and couldn’t go on such a dangerous trip.  She should wait until she got her strength back.  Mother Druid said they couldn’t wait that she feared the hounds would come again.  The assistant said she thought thehounds came for the souls which were now safely in heaven but mother druid feared there was another reason also.  At that point the other kids came up and admired her flower and together they went inside the kitchen.  The girl notices that mother druid was looking haggard and stooped.  When she asks if she is feeling alright mother druid smiles and says it is just a change in the weather.   After breakfast mother druid announces that she is going on a trip.  The girl immediately volunteers to come with her and the others readily volunteer also.  But mother drui says it will be too dangerous. The girl makes a case for them to come, saying they are good students and quick learners, that they were almost to the same level as the better students who had been coming for years.  The mother druid says she would think about it but shakes her head sadly saying how there were fewer and fewer students attending the forest glen school and less talented every year.  The leaves are coming down in buckets and the wind is strong.  The elf girl figures how to make leaf balloons and leaf sails and kites and together they whirl around the forest.  One of the instructor turns to mother druid and says you ought to consider taking the kids.  You know the rest of us are too old to make the journey.  You yourself are no spring chicken,  the kids are the very best of the bunch.  She is soon surrounded by other nodding old people and she shakes her head but wearily agrees.  She tells them they must take the glowing stone to the circle of death,  It is too powerful to be on earth any longer.  She said the stone belonged to an evil druid (named?) who became so powerful he made a scepter on which this stone topped.  The stone was originally a fairy stone brought from the old country long ago to bless the new land and to help keep the town hidden from the outside.  The evil druid seized the stone and bent it to it’s will.  He began to steal souls.  With each soul he became more and more powerful.  A band of magical dreatures did battle with him and subdued him long enough to imprison himwithin a stone circle.  It was believed that the scepter and the stone would stay locked within the stone for all time.  A circle of Alder trees were planted around it to keep watch.  But something must have happened.  The girl says  my uncle happened.  He must have dug the stone out of the stone circle and when he did that releasing the evil (Name?) by mistake.  We will have to get rid of the stone first, that will prevent him from gaining power in the same way, but I don’t think it will render him completely powerless,  it will only be a question of time before he finds another way.  But that battle is for another day, she says looking suddenly very old.      

She tells the kids around a fire in the glen about the story of old town and then to get ready and that they would leave in the morning  just as she finishes they hear the hounds again and the forest people hurriedly bring up the earth walls with glass shards.  They make them higher this time.  Mother Druid senses something else.  The elf girl gets her flying powder out and takes a look.  She sees the hounds breathing fire and behind them a thick black smoky fog . Mother Druid gives the black fog a name and quickly covers the forest glen with a strong thick fabric made from spider webs.  She then summons the winds to blow the fog away but the fog goes over the top of the wall and begins to seep through the spider web.  The druid mother is clearly using all her strength when the girl steps up and concentrating hard, not knowing how she does it she beams a blue light at the fog.  It briefly illuminates  skeletal figures within the fog who cry out in pain and retreat temporarily.  The girl does it three more times each time the fog gets thickerand more skeletons are illuminated.  The girls’ blasts are getting stronger until the fourth time one of the skeletons points a finger at mother druid utters a strange guttural phrase and she falls to the ground.  The net of spider webs suddenly gives way with mother druid as well and the fog descends on everyone.  Just as the fog gets within inches of the troop the girl gets mad a blue white light emits from her and forms a forcefield over the town.  She raises the fog above the trees and then with a spring vaults it away. the moon comes out soon after and they are safe.  Mother Druids assistant and her friends in the village help her to her home and attend her.  The assistant tells the troop  that the fog is really the evil druids followers now bodiless.  It is said that if the fog touches you, you will become one of them.  The assistant now tells them that it is too dangerous to go they must stay in the village where they can protect them.  But when asked how they can do it the assistant doesn’t have any answer.  She says that she wishes the stone were not there, it is what draws the nightmare creatures to the village.  The troop gets together and decides that they will dispose of the stone themselves.  That they must take the stone away from the village to protect mother druid.  They would leave first thing in the morning. Just the three friends the sister and brother are needed to tend the mother druid. And the boy is too young to be of any help.   They borrow the curious map with the poem on it and the picture of the circle of death and  leave on foot.   The next day they get ready to leave.  The elf girl has made them all riding coats and packs which have been filled with light weight food .  the packs and coats are chameleon, waterproof and very warm as the air is cold and there is snow on the way.  in that they take on the color of the surrounding environment,  great camouflage.  They hike until  midday and rest then they sense something and looking around they see  a dragon topping the hill behind them in front of him is a familiar figure on a hover craft.  It ‘s the evil brother  he is looking for something and leading the dragon.  The dragon smells them and lets out a snort.  The boy sees them too and they both make a beeline for the little group.  They begin to run for the mountain in front of them hoping for a cave.  They race and find refuge in a ravine and then behind a waterfall which the dragon evaporates with his breath then they get an idea and begin to lead the dragon through some tight boulders.  Rock boy throws a  boulder down on the dragon when he gets his neck caught and the dragon looses consciusness.  The evil brother is mad but not done.  Before he leaves them he takes the time to gloat.  At sunset the evil uncle is going to call forth the great evil and have him do his bidding.  He’ll take over the world.  They try to reason with him saying the evil was too powerful for the uncle or for him but he laughs and pulls out a black flute like thing.  He talks about how his uncle knows all about the evil under the mountain and how to control it.  And the brother knows all about how to control the dogs.  He smiles and says just wait until nightfall. It is new years eve. The hole can be opened during the final hour of the year then it closes at 1200 PM athte last stroke of midnight.  We’re going to have some fun tonight.  Laughing he get’s on his hover craft and rides away.  They decide they need to get to the circle quickly, but argue about how to do it.  Sister in the meantime talks to the trees and send a message to the wind druids who come to rescue them.  He is very jolly and they have a lot of fun   It is rather like a horse with ahead and a mane and a tale but its body ends in swirls of air having no need of legs.  It has large wings which glide through the air.  The troop wrap up in their riding cloaks  and mount their wind steeds.  Coasting on the air currents is pure joy and they all have a great time zooming through and around the clouds.  Except  As they near the bald mountain they notice a storm with lightening.  They fly close to the ground to avoid attention because he says they are bound to be looked for.  The others follow his lead and begin to fly through the trees.  They soon realize that this is no ordinary forest.  It is inhabited by evil cruel creatures, monsters and even the trees are menacing. They see other curses floating around as well as trolls, Cyclops, Giants, baby dragons,  as they fly past they make funny things happen,  the toupee flys off the giant,  the troll gets dizzy chasing the sister and falls down.  The baby dragon want to play so rock boy throws a breadstick as hard as he can and the dragon bounds away.   (Have fun with the images of the abominable snowman, big foot, creature from the black lagoon, etc.)   the wind druid lets them off at the base of the bald volcanoe top and says he can’t go any farther in the storm.  They set off on their own.  What seemed like a great heroic idea back in the peaceful village forest doesn’t seem so great now.  How can they possibly best the uncle and the son,  how can they stop the hounds of hell frompulling them into the abyss.  How do they open the hole anyway.  They findshelter behind some rocks under friendly looking tree  and notice a huge cloud of smoke  in the distance.  They decide to just try and stop the uncle from calling forth the evil and try to stop them from using the stone.  They decide to hide the stone until they stop the uncle.  If he gets the stone and calls forth the evil there will be no stopping him.  They feel a vibration coming from one of the packs and pull out the stone which is now pulsing and vibrating and singing softly, glowing brightly.  They can’t seem to keep it wrapped and quiet so they decide to bury the stone beneath the friendly looking tree and just as they leave the thicket a figure darts out from the bushes and digs up the stone.  They hike up to the top and begin to run when they realize that the storm is being generated by whatever is on the top.  The lightening is going up toward the clouds.  As they clear the top they pause breathless and take cover behind some rocks.  The evil druid has his back to them.  He has opened the circle of death and is staring down the center.  Lightening  flashes and thunder emenate from the center of the hole.  The girl now pulls out the map and the picture and realizes what they have to do.  She tells them we have to do this together.  They have to bind him in the hole and recite the poem.  Just like in the picture just as they are about to leave the shelter of the rocks, a figure darts past them, pulls down his hood and shouts at the uncle.  He has in his hand the stone brightly glowing stone which is now chanting loudly in the ancient tongue.  The son stops short of the uncle who tells him to give him the stone.   He laughs and refuses telling him he doesn’t want to be number 2, there can only be one number 1.  He points the stone at his step father and a beam of light shoots forth and begins to push the uncle toward the hole in the circle of death.  His stepfather struggles to keep his footing and asks him one last time if he won’t reconsider sharing the power.  When the son laughingly says no and then god by the uncle then straightens up and with a brief wave of his hand pulls the stone to him.  The son is dumbfounded and begins to run.  The stepfather calls up a demon of huge proportions tell s him to kill the step son in an off hand manner and turns back to the hole.  He raises the stone in the center and begins an incantation.  The three dart out from behind the rock and run straight at the uncle.  They think they are going to make it but just as they are about to get into position the uncle turns and with a wave of his arm blasts them back twenty feet.  They get up as the uncle turns to face them and says not more interruptions, oh well this won’t take long you can be  the first of my new collection.    He points a finger at Rock boy, a burst of lightening erupts and he goes down flat.  The other two are stunned for a minute until they see that rock boy is opening one ewye and winking.  Nowthey know they mlust keep him occupied and turn him away from rock boy.  Elf girl takes out her potions and does a little bit of conjuring.  The uncle vanquishes all and then hits elf girl with a bit of lightening.  He  admits he is very impressed.  Rock boy has gotten up and has started toward him girl dodges his attacks and   position themselves they talk a little bit about the uncle’s plans and the history of the town.  When the uncle get’s tired of it he points a lightening bolt at her but her force field protects her.  He tries it but with fire and then with water.  She begins to weaken until finally he is able to knock her off her feet.  He stands over her to administer the final blow when out of nowhere Flit arrives and blasts him in the face.  He battles with Flit for a while which gives the girl enough time to revive and watch what is going on she sraises herself on her elbows just in time to see Flit take a large bolt of lightening and drop lifeless to the ground.  He then takes the blue stone and extracts Flit’s soul .  Laughing he walks back over to the hole.  The girl lets out a shout NOOO and runs at the uncle.  The uncle is taken off guard and the girl is able to knock him into the hole.  She is just able to get her hand on the stone as he goes down but he reaches up and pulls her in too.  The hole closes up over them and it is suddenly silent.  Rock boy   get’s up and begins to pound the ground just over where the hole was to no avail.  He collapses crying.  Elf girl regains consciousness and drags herself over to the lifeless form of Flit.  She lays him on a leaf and takes it over to where Rock boy is and together they sob.  It wasn’t supposed to end like this,  where is the happy ending?  They’re gone both of them are gone.  

Reverts to inside the hole where there is a struggle going on.  The hole is lit by a red glowand a blue white glow of the stone.  Both the uncle and the boy have their hands on the stone.  The boys locket begins to glow and resonate with the stone and a mark on the girl’s forhead begins to glow.  It is the same mark as is on the locket.  The uncle’s ring which was made to look like the symbol begins to glow also but it heats up and burns the uncle’s hand.  It blows him away from the stone and he falls into the abyss.  Below the hounds of hell reach up and grab him.  The stone and boy hover there and the dog’s look up to her expectantly.  Their eyes glow and the symbol of the girl’s locket and stone shine on their collars.  This scares the girl who is still confused about whether her heritage is evil or good.  She immiediately looks up and the stone begins to move her upwards again.  The hole opens up again and she clears the rock and sees her friends.  She touches down and goes immediately to Flit she closes her eyes and points the stone at Flit.  A beam of light forms on the other side of the stone.  A bright round light leaves the stone hesitates between the bright light and Flit’s lifeless body and then slowly travels back to the body. He wakes up slowly.  The three friends hug and laugh.    The clouds clear and the stars and moon shine bright.    But they have another problem to solve.  How to get back home?  They can’t summon the wind nymph as Sister druid went back earlier and they can’t walk through the forest.  I guess we’re stuck here until someone remembers us and comes looking for us.  The girl get’s an idea. She says promise not to freak out, and opens the hole again she calls out the hounds of hell.  The tree run to the edge of the circle yelling you can’t be serious,  run for your lives but the girl calls them back.  They bow to her and to the friends and talks to the dogs via telepathy.  There is a funny exchange and then everyone gets on a dog and they  run through the forest.  Just as they get to the village, the moon comes out and the dogs weaken and slow.  They get off the dogs pet them and send them home.  They walk the rest of the way to the village. The next day they meet with mother druid who has been revitalized because of the new year,  she is now a young woman.  Weren’t we supposed to get rid of the stone?  Maybe there is something more it can do for us,  maybe it will be alright  but it sounds like she is trying to convince herself.  She doesn’t sound confident.  AT any rate we will have to find a safe place for it soon,  but not today, today we celebrate!  And they do.
Book 2

           The Girl finds herself flailing the air in free fall slightly above the uncle.  Her leaf cloak balloons out and slow her descent.  The uncle utters one last cry as he spirals down into the pit and is consumed by the heat the dogs jump up and gulp him down with one gulp.  She closes her eyes fearing a similar fate but when nothing happens she opens her eyes.  The falling has changed direction and she is dnow falling in a slanting direction.  It actually feels more like flying.  She hears the panting of the dogs and looking around she realizes that they are running with her.  Their eyes aglow with the same strange light of the stone.  She realizes that she controls them through the stone.  They continue running down the slantwise tunnel very straight.  She realizes that if she concentrates she can read the lead dog’s thoughts.  He was thinking about fire trolls, she thinks fire trolls I’ve never heard of them but suddenly she sees them.  They turn angrily at her and shout at her and begin to throw things at her.  One actually tries to grab her but oe of the dogs reaches up and gulps  him down.  She says I wish you wouldn’t do that and the lead dog answers her ( we’re not vegetarians?  Or as you wish?)  gradually the girl notices the tunnel has bottomed out and is slowly making it’s ascent.  The air is getting cooler and cooler until they finally burst out of the ground inn another circle of rock and trees.  This circle is much much older,  thousands of years old and the terrain is unrecognizable.  The dogs are tired and lie down.  She tells them to stay but they get up to follow her.  She says they can’t follow her and breath fire on everybody and they disguise themselves as regular dogs.  The four of them trot off to see what’s up in the this new place.  
